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smell of sulphur, as if the devil came in." Gould they blame
the Prime Minister in Warsaw that sometimes he did not
get up until eleven in the morning ?
VI
On February loth the first Seym was opened in great
state. All the bishops, with the two archbishops of Warsaw
and Cracow, were assembled. A Solemn Mass was cele-
brated in the old Cathedral of St. John. Paderewski headed
the Government. But it was left to Pilsudski to open the
Seym and to make the speech of the day. In striking con-
trast with the rich vestments of the clergy and the brilliant
uniforms of the foreign diplomats and the generals, Pilsudski
wore his old, unadorned tunic of the First Brigade of the
Legions.
The Seym consisted of many parties. The danger of a
revival of the old traditions of parliamentary particularism
was present once more. However, on February 20th the
Seym passed a vote of confidence in Paderewski, but also
confirmed unanimously, with all its 305 votes, the position
of Pilsudski as Chief of State. There was no doubt that
Pilsudski's hold over the country was beyond challenge.
Moreover, he had no need of daily dealings with the Seym
or those petty affairs of State which filled the Prime Minister's
days. The undisciplined parties in the Seym were a danger
to Paderewski. He was able, however, to strengthen his
position, when Herbert Hoover came to Warsaw to arrange
for the supply of food from America. Poland was terribly
poor, and in some parts on the verge of starvation. By the
end of February large quantities of foodstuffs arrived in
Poland from America, which was due in large measure to
the prestige which Paderewski enjoyed in that country.
Apart from this, the general and the political situations in
Warsaw were by no means easy. Communist propaganda
from Russia was increasing every day; lack of discipline
threatened to become a daily event; there were even
active disturbances, hunger strikes and demonstrations.